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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of 
claims in the application: 
In the Claims : 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A pipe coupling for interconnecting adjacent ends 
of first and second pipe sections, the end of the first pipe section having an annular 
corrugation, said coupling comprising: 

a generally cylindrical metal sleeve having first and second sides , said 
sleeve being formed from a sheet material and having at least one rigid and radially 
inwardly directed annular corrugation formed across its width prior to securement 
of said sleeve about the first pipe section end : 

said tat least on e ri gi d an d radial l y i nwa r d l y directed annular corrugation 
being disposed on sard first side of said sleeve [[being]] so as to be oriented 
perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of said sleeve and adapte d configured to 
cooperatively engage the annular corrugation on the first pipe section end when 
said sheet is wrap ped around the first pipe section end to secure said sleeve on the 
first pipe section end and thereby prevent separation of said sleeve from the first 
pipe section; and 

a bell on said second side of said sleeve having an inner wall of 
generally constant diameter and being adapted to slidably receive in an axial 
direction the second pipe section end within said sleeve; 
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whereby said coupling is adapted to interconnect said adjacent ends of 
said first and second pipe sections. 

2-5. CANCELED. 

6. (ORIGINAL) The coupling of claim 1 wherein said bell includes a 
circumferential outwardly extending flange disposed about an outer edge of said 
bell. 

7. (ORIGINAL) The coupling of claim 1 wherein the inner diameter of said bell 
is greater than the outer diameter of said second pipe section. 

8. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) In combination, a pipe coupling and first and 
second pipe sections, the end of the first pipe section having an annular 
corrugation, and said coupling comprising: 

a generally cylindrical metal sleeve having first and second sides, said 
sleeve being formed from a sheet material and having at least one rigid and radially 
inwardly directed a nnual corrugation formed across its width prior to securement of 
said sleeve about the first pipe section end : 

said at le as t on e r i gi d and rad i a ll y in wa i dly d i re c ted annular corrugation 
being disposed on said first side of said sleeve [[being]] so as to be oriented 
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perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of said sleeve and adapted configured to 
cooperatively engage the annular corrugation on the first pipe section end when 
said sheet is wrapped around the first oioe sRRtinn Pnrf to secure said sleeve on the 
first pipe section en£ and thereby prevent separation of said sleeve from the first 
pipe section; and 

a bell on said second side of said sleeve having an inner wall of 
generally constant diameter and being adapted to slidably receive in an axial 
direction the second pipe section end within said sleeve; 

whereby said coupling interconnects said adjacent ends of said first 
and second pipe sections. 

9. CANCELED. 

1 0. (ORIGINAL) The combination of claim 8 further comprising a first gasket. 

1 1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The combination of claim 10 wherein said first 
gasket is a fluted gasket disposed circumferentially about an annular corrugation of 
said second pipe section, said fluted gasket adapted to contact and confront {[the]] 
an inner surface of said bell when said second pipe section is slidably received by 
said bell. 



Page 4 of 1 9 



PAGE 1 1/26 * RCVD AT 2/27/2004 10:28:15 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1!1 " DNIS:8729306 " CSID:513 241 6234 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-28 



F,E8. 27. 2004 10:26AM 513 241 6234 NO. 833 4 P. 12 

12. (ORIGINAL) The combination of claim 1 1 further comprising a second 
gasket. 

13. (ORIGINAL) The combination of claim 12, wherein said second gasket is an 
O-ring disposed circumferentially about an annular corrugation of said first pipe 
section, and wherein said O-ring contacts and confronts the inner surface of said 
first side of said sleeve when said first side cooperatively engages said first pipe 
section. 

14. (ORIGINAL) The combination of claim 12, wherein said second gasket is a 
flat gasket disposed circumferentially about an annular corrugation of said first pipe 
section, and wherein said flat gasket contacts and confronts the inner surface of 
said first side of said sleeve when said first side cooperatively engages said first 
pipe section. / 

15-17. CANCELED. 

18. (ORIGINAL) The combination of claim 8 wherein said bell includes a 
circumferential outwardly extending flange disposed about an outer edge of said 
bell. 
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1 9- (ORIGINAL) The combination of claim 8 wherein the inner diameter of said 
bell is greater than the outer diameter of said second pipe section. 

20. (ORIGINAL) The combination of claim 8 further comprising a sealant 
disposed on said first side of said sleeve, for adhering said first side of said sleeve 
to said first pipe section. 

21 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A method of Interconnecting adjacent ends of first 
and second pipe sections, the end of the first pipe section having an annular 
corrugation, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing a s u b stant i ally f l at metal sheet; 

forming a rigid corrugation across the width of said substan t ially Hal 
sheet prior to s ecurement of said sleeve about the first pipe section end : 

wrapping said sheet into a cylindrical metal sleeve including a first side 
having said rigid corrugation oriented radially inwardly and perpendicular to a 
longitudinal axis of said sleeve and a second side having a bell with an inner wall of 
generally constant diameter; 

securing said sleeve about the first pipe section end during the 
wrapping step by cooperatively engaging said rigid corrugation of said sleeve with 
the annular corrugation of the first pipe section end to thereby prevent separation 
of said sleeve from the first pipe section; and 
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slidably receiving in an axial direction the second pipe section end 
within said bell to interconnect the adjacent ends of the first and second pipe 
sections. 

22. CANCELED. 



23. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The method of claim 21 wherein said sheet 
is wrapped into said cylindrical sleeve and said first side of said sleeve is secured to 
said first section of pipe at a first location. 

24. (ORIGINAL) The method of claim 23 wherein said second pipe section is 
slidably received by said bell at a second location remote to said first location. 

25. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A pipe coupling for interconnecting adjacent ends 
of first and second pipe sections, the end of the first pipe section having an annular 
corrugation, said coupling comprising: 

a generally cylindrical metal sleeve having first and second sides , said 
sleeve being forme d from a sheet material and having at least one rigid and radially 
inwardly directed an nular corrugation formed across its width prior to securement 
of said sleeve about the first pipe section end : 
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said at l eaat mi e rigid u n d r a d ially inwar dl y d i r ecte d annular corrugation 
being disposed on said first side of said sleeve [(being]] so as to be oriented 
perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of said sleeve and a d apt ed configured to 
cooperatively engage the annular corrugation on the first pipe section end when 
said sheet is wrapp ed around the first pipe section end to secure said sleeve on the 
first pipe section gnd and thereby prevent separation of said sleeve from the first 
pipe section; 

a bell on said second side of said sleeve being adapted to slidably 
receive in an axial direction the second pipe section end within said sleeve; 

a gasket adapted to be disposed circumferentially about said second 
pipe section, said gasket adapted to contact and confront an inner surface of said 
bell when said second pipe section is slidably received by said bell; and 

a radially inwardly directed annular projection disposed about the inner 
diameter of said bell, said annular projection adapted to engage said gasket and 
retain said second pipe section end within said bell; 

whereby said coupling is adapted to interconnect said adjacent ends of 
said first and second pipe sections. 

26. CANCELED. 
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27. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The coupling of claim 25 wherein sard 
radially inwardly directed annular projection includes a gentle entry side angle on 
one side of said annular projection. 

28. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The coupling of claim 27 wherein said 
radially inwardly directed annular projection includes a steep back angle on an 
opposite side of said annular projection. 

29. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The coupling of claim 25 wherein said bell 
includes a circumferential outwardly extending flange disposed about an outer edge 
of said belL 

30. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The coupling of claim 25 wherein the inner 
diameter of said bell is greater than the outer diameter of said second pipe section. 

31 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) In combination, a pipe coupling and first and 
second pipe sections, the end of the first pipe section having an annular 
corrugation, and said coupling comprising: 

a generally cylindrical metal sleeve having first and second sides , said 
sleeve being forme d from a sheet material and having at least one rigid and radially 
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inwardly directed annular corrugation formed a c ross its width prior to securement 
of said sleeve ahnn t the first pipe section end : 

Mid at l eaa t o n e rigi d and r ad i a ll y i nwa r dly d u e ll e d annular corrugation 
being disposed on said first side of said sleeve [[being]] so as to be oriented 
perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of said sleeve and adapt ed configured to 
cooperatively engage the annular corrugation on the first pipe section end when 
said sheet is wraoofiri around th e first ninft section end to secure said sleeve on the 
first pipe section find and thereby prevent separation of said sleeve from the first 
pipe section; 

a bell on said second side of said sleeve being adapted to slidably 
receive in an axial direction the second pipe section end within said sleeve; 

a first gasket disposed circumferentially about said second pipe 
section, said gasket contacting and confronting an inner surface of said bell when 
said second pipe section is slidably received by said bell; and 

a radially inwardly directed annular projection disposed about the inner 
diameter of said bell, said annular projection engaging said first gasket and retaining 
said second pipe section end within said bell; 

whereby said coupling interconnects said adjacent ends of said first 
and second pipe sections. 



32. CANCELED. 
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33. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The combination of claim 31 wherein said 
first gasket is a fluted gasket disposed circumferentially about an annular 
corrugation of said second pipe section. 

34. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The combination of claim 33 further 
comprising a second gasket. 

35. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The combination of claim 34, wherein said 
second gasket is an O-ring disposed circumferentially about an annular corrugation 
of said first pipe section, and wherein said O-ring contacts and confronts the inner 
surface of said first side of said sleeve when said first side cooperatively engages 
said first pipe section. 

36. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The combination of claim 34, wherein said 
second gasket is a flat gasket disposed circumferentially about an annular 
corrugation of said first pipe section, and wherein said flat gasket contacts and 
confronts the inner surface of said first side of said sleeve when said first side 
cooperatively engages said first pipe section. 
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37. {PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The combination of claim 31 wherein said 
radially inwardly directed annular projection includes a gentle entry side angle on 
one side of said annular projection. 

38. {PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The combination of claim 37 wherein said 
radially inwardly directed annular projection includes a steep back angle on an 
opposite side of said annular projection. 

39: (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The combination of claim 31 wherein said 
bell includes a circumferential outwardly extending flange disposed about an outer 
edge of said bell. 

40. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The combination of claim 31 wherein the 
inner diameter of said bell is greater than the outer diameter of said second pipe 
section. 

41. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The combination of claim 31 further 
comprising a sealant disposed on said first side of said sleeve, for adhering said 
first side of said sleeve to said first pipe section. 
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